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Repent! God Knows Your Heart




Solomon,…know…God…with a perfect heart and…a willing mind;…Yahweh searches all hearts, and understands all the imaginations of the thoughts…seek him, he will be found by you…forsake him, he will cast you off forever – 1 Chronicles 28:9




[Luke 16:14-31] The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and they scoffed at him. He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts. For that which is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. The law and the prophets were until John. From that time the Good News of the Kingdom of God is preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it. But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one tiny stroke of a pen in the law to fall. Everyone who divorces his wife, and marries another, commits adultery. He who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits adultery. 

“Now there was a certain rich man, and he was clothed in purple and fine linen, living in luxury every day. A certain beggar, named Lazarus, was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. Yes, even the dogs came and licked his sores. It happened that the beggar died, and that he was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died, and was buried. In Hades, he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far off, and Lazarus at his bosom. He cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue! For I am in anguish in this flame.’ 

“But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you, in your lifetime, received your good things, and Lazarus, in the same way, bad things. But now here he is comforted and you are in anguish. Besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, that those who want to pass from here to you are not able, and that none may cross over from there to us.’ 

“He said, ‘I ask you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house; for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, so they won’t also come into this place of torment.’ 

“But Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets. Let them listen to them.’ 

“He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 

“He said to him, ‘If they don’t listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if one rises from the dead.’”  
1.  Pharisees equated wealth with godliness; why did they scoff?  Do you also equate these?

2.  Pharisees often wore purple; how would they feel about this parable?  How do you feel?

3.  Jesus, I live in luxury compared to so many, please help me repent of self-sufficiency…

You…justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts








